Carrying

Unless covered under the exceptions listed below, it is unlawful to openly carry on or about the person any firearm, or to carry a concealed firearm on or about the person without a license.  A first time carry license will cost $70.  A renewal license will cost $60.

Exceptions:
· Persons having firearms at their home or place of business.
· Enrolled members of clubs organized for target, skeet, or trapshooting, while at, or going to or from shooting practice.
· Members of clubs organized for collecting antique or modern firearms while at or going to or from exhibitions.
· Persons engaged in fishing, camping or hunting and while going to or from such activity.
· Persons engaged in target shooting under safe conditions and in a safe place or while going to or from such place.
· Persons who are firing weapons for target practice in a safe and secure indoor range.
· Persons traveling by private conveyance if the weapon is securely encased, or in a public conveyance if the weapon is securely encased and not in the person’s manual possession.
· Persons carrying a pistol unloaded and in a secure wrapper from place of purchase to their home or to a place of repair and back.
· Persons engaged in the business of manufacturing, repairing or dealing in firearms.
· Military, law enforcement personnel and private guards while so employed.
It is lawful to possess a concealed firearm for self-defense or other lawful purposes within the interior of a private conveyance, without a license, if the firearm is securely encased or is otherwise not readily accessible for immediate use. A firearm other than a handgun may be carried anywhere in a private conveyance when such firearm is being carried for a lawful use. This exemption does not authorize the carrying of a firearm concealed on the person. Employers may not prohibit their employees who are properly licensed under Florida law to carry a handgun, from storing any legally owned firearm inside a locked, privately-owned motor vehicle that is lawfully present in a parking lot maintained by the employer.
An application for a license to carry a handgun concealed is made to the Department of Agriculture. The license is valid for seven years and is honored throughout the state. The application shall be completed, under oath, on a form promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and shall include the applicant’s name, address, place and date of birth, race, and occupation. For a list of fees, please refer to http://licgweb.doacs.state.fl.us/license/License_Fees.pdf
Fingerprinting must be conducted by a law enforcement agency of the state. The sheriff’s office shall provide fingerprinting service to the applicant and may charge a fee not to exceed $5.
The Department of Agriculture shall issue a license if the applicant:
· is at least 21 and a resident of the United States;
· does not suffer from a physical infirmity which prevents the safe handling of a firearm;
· is not a convicted felon;
· has not within a three-year period preceding submission of the application been convicted of a crime of violence or committed for drug abuse or been convicted of a minor drug offense;
· has not been adjudicated guilty even with a suspended sentence for a felony or misdemeanor crime of domestic violence, unless three years has elapsed since probation or the record is sealed or expunged;
· is not currently under any injunction restraining the applicant from acts of domestic violence or repeated acts of violence; 
· has not been adjudicated an incapacitated person, unless he has waited five years from the date of his court-ordered restoration to capacity, or been committed to a mental institution, unless he possesses a psychiatrist’s certificate that he has not suffered from the disability for five years;
· is not a chronic or habitual drunkard;
· demonstrates competence with a firearm by a variety of means; and
· states that he desires a legal means to carry a concealed weapon or firearm for lawful self-defense.
Qualified members and veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces may obtain a concealed weapon or firearm license regardless or age or U.S. residency, in certain circumstances.
A license shall not authorize any person to carry a concealed weapon or firearm into any place of nuisance, police station, detention facility, courthouse, polling place, meeting of any state, county, municipal, or special district governing body, any school, any professional or school athletic event not related to firearms, portion of an establishment licensed to dispense alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises, inside the sterile and passenger area of an airport, or any place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law.
The Department of Agriculture must be notified within 30 days of changing a permanent address, destruction or losing a license. A duplicate license costs $15.00. A person must carry his license together with valid identification, such as a driver’s license.
The licensing law shall be liberally construed to carry out the Constitutional right to bear arms for self-defense.
A resident of the United States who is a nonresident of Florida, may carry a concealed weapon or concealed firearm while in this state if that person is 21 years of age or older, has in his or her immediate possession a valid license to carry a concealed weapon or firearm issued by the state of their residence, and abides by the Florida laws on carrying a concealed weapon or firearm.
